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SIGNS/BILLBOARD ORDINANCE
FOR THE TOWN OF BAYVIEW, WISCONSIN

97—1

Section 1: Title/Purpose

This ordinance is entitled the “Town of Bayview Signs/Billboard Ordinance.” The
purpose of this ordinance is as follows:

To promote the safety, comfort, and well-being of the users of streets, roads, and
highways in the Town;

To reduce distractions and obstructions from signs which would adversely affect
the traffic safety and to alleviate hazards caused by signs projecting over or encroaching
upon public ways;

To discourage excessive visual competition in signage and ensure that signs aid
orientation and adequately identify uses and activities to the public;

To preserve the natural beauty Of the Town of Bayview; and to preserve or
enhance town character.

Section 2: Definitions. The following definitions are applicable to this ordinance:

)) Abandoned Sign. A sign which for more then sixty (60) days no longer
correctly advertises a bona fide business, owner, lessor, product or activity
conducted on or off the intended premises, or a product available on the
premises where the sign is displayed or elsewhere.

2) Area of copy. The entire area within a single, continuous parameter
composed of squares, rectangles, circles or ovals which encloses the
extreme limits of the advertising message, announcement, or decoration of
a wall sign.

3) Area of sign. Area of the largest single face of a sign within a perimeter
which forms the outside shape, excluding the necessary supports or
uprights on which the sign may be placed. If the sign consists of more
than one section or module, all areas will be measured and considered as
the total area of said sign. The area of an irregular shaped sign shall be
computed by measuring and calculating the actual sign face surface. In the
case ot a wall sign, the area of copy will be used in determining the area of
the sign.

(4) Awning. A shelter projecting from and supported by the exterior wall of a
building constructed of non rigid materials on a supporting framework.

(5) Awning Sign. A sign painted on or attached flat against the surface of an
awning.
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Banner. Any sign of lightweight fabric or similar material that is
temporarily mounted to a pole or a building at one or more of its edges.
Billboard. Any off-premise or on-premise sign, as those terms are defined
herein, that has a message, or contains content which could be modified,
changed or deemed impermanent, including any off premise sign which
tends to be offered for lease, license or use by a corporation, advertiser,
individual or group, which tends to advertise a message, product, service
or business to the general public and which is greater than 81 square feet in
total area.

Building Fascia. That portion of a building which is parallel or nearly
parallel to an abutting roadway.

Business Identification Sign. Any sign which promotes the name, type of
business, service or products sold on the premises where the sign is
located, erected, placed or mounted.

Canopy Sign. Any sign attached to or constructed in, on or under a
canopy or marque. For purposes of this ordinance, a canopy sign shall be
controlled by the rules governing projecting signs.

Changeable Message Sign. A sign which has a manual, electronic, or
electric control time and temperature sign, message center or reader board,
whether electronic, electric or manual, where the content and message of
said sign may be impermanent and changeable. Any sign may be, or
included as part of it, a changeable message sign.

Clearance. The smallest vertical distance between the grade of the
adjacent street, highway, sidewalk , street, curb, or in the absence of any of
the aforementioned, the grade established by the Town of Bayview, and
lowest point of any sign, -including framework and embellishments,
extending over that grade.

Construction Sign. A temporary sign identifying an architect,
government agency, contractor, subcontractor, and/or material supplier
participating in construction on the property on which the sign is located.
Copy Area. The geometric area in square feet that encloses the actual
copy of a sign.

Directional Sign. Any sign which serves to designate the location or
direction of any place or area, consistent with the Wisconsin Department
of Transportation regulations.

Directory Sign. Any sign on which the names and locations of occupants
or the use of a building is given. This shall include offices and church
directories.

Double-faced Sign. A sign with a copy on two parallel faces that are back
to back, facing in opposite directions.

Electric Sign. Any sign containing internal electrical wiring which is
attached or intended to be attached to an electrical energy source.

Electric Sign Contractor. A person, partnership or corporation which, in
the normal course of business, installs and maintains electrical signs.
Electronic Message Sign. A changeable message sign whose message is
electrically activated, such as with light bulbs, mechanical flip discs, etc.
Facade. The front of a building; part of a building facing a street.




































